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Lowry receives EMU's Full-Time Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award
Joe Lowry doesn't give tests. He holds "celebrations of knowledge."
One of his astronomy classes so embraced the idea that, on an exam day, Lowry walked
in to find a room full of students wearing party hats. One student had even baked
cupcakes.
"I like to make it fun," said
Lowry, an Eastern Michigan
University physics and astronomy
lecturer, who was the recent
recipient of EMU's 2007-08
Full-Time Lecturers Outstanding
Teaching Award. "Physics is so
much fun for me, and many
students come in with a phobia of
physics and math. I like to have
them leave with an appreciation
of the fact that it's not all
drudgery."
In the same sense, Lowry said he
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hopes the award will reflect
positively on the physics
PHYSICS IS FUN: (above, from left) Joe Lowry,
department.
an EMU physics and astronomy lecturer, works
in a Mark Jefferson lab with student Julia Hoot, a
The award, bestowed by
senior from Petersburg, and Hamdi Ahmed, a
Academic Affairs, requires
senior from Ann Arbor. Lowry was recently
documentation showing a
named the recipient of the 2007-08 Full-Time
lecturer's commitment to the
Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award.
education of students and their
ability to facilitate student
learning from effective teaching. Lowry will receive a $1,000 honorarium and a plaque.
He will be honored on a date yet to be determined.
More on this story...

n�,

·•tr-;·--·· •: . TT,.-. '1 lf "�-: r.-.. • ··p··�: ,r ..:'Jr; ·1:11· ,, I ,�,:,,
�,.-,,,.S ,'.:..,Ir,:" -: ..'>1 11,'J r. , �·..:.•.'-,\ � U,"� \j ,..-:,, r-:v';;).. 1

J ;.,,, �·· i··

EMU HOME
"

:·

Cover Story

,.�'. I

·,·
·,�
·,·

�.,J-

Joe Lowry doesn't give tests. He holds "celebrations of knowledge."
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By Amy E. Whitesall

One of his astronomy classes so embraced the idea that, on an exam day,
Lowry walked in to find a room full of students wearing party hats. One
student had even baked cupcakes.
"I like to make it fun," said Lowry, an Eastern Michigan University physics
and astronomy lecturer, who was the recent recipient of EMU's 2007-08
Full-Time Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award. "Physics is so much fun
for me, and many students come in with a phobia of physics and math. I
like to have them leave with an appreciation of the fact that it's not all
drudgery."
In the same sense,
Lowry said he
hopes the award
will reflect
positively on the
physics
department.
The award,
bestowed by
Academic Affairs,
requires
documentation
showing a
lecturer's
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education of
students and their PHYSICS IS FUN: (above, from left) Joe Lowry,
ability to facilitate an EMU physics and astronomy lecturer, works
in a Mark Jefferson lab with student Julia Hoot, a
student learning
senior from Petersburg, and Hamdi Ahmed, a
from effective
senior from Ann Arbor. Lowry was recently
teaching. Lowry
named the recipient of the 2007-08 Full-Time
will receive a
$1,000 honorarium Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award.
and a plaque. He
will be honored on a date yet to be determined.
Lowry borrowed the "celebration of knowledge" concept from a former
student who came to an exam inexplicably cheerful. It's just one of the
ways he makes physics and astronomy accessible for his students, many of
whom aren't physics or astronomy majors.
"Joe is indefatigable," said Bonnie Wylo, an EMU physics and astronomy
professor. "It seems like he's always here! He's very knowledgeable in the
field, teaches a lot of classes and his students love him. He always has a
trail of them following him to his office to talk with him. They have to pass
by my office, so I know.
"I've also heard about him, unsolicited, from some of his students I've run
into out in the world. They love his class. He's entertaining, funny, and goes
that extra mile as a teacher to explain and demonstrate physics concepts."
A licensed pilot, Lowry can relate physics to the way a plane behaves. An
avid rock and ice climber, he can bring the dynamics of the outdoors to the
classroom (or, as mentor and colleague Ernie Behringer puts it, "He can
talk about falling off rocks.") Lowry is a mechanic and a carpenter, so the
physics of tools and machinery also are part of his teaching tool kit.

But Lowry also can relate to students who would just as soon have a root
canal as take physics class. As much as Lowry loves physics now, he hated
it as an undergraduate at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, where he
was required to take two courses on the way to a degree in aviation
technology.
"I walked out of the exam for my second physics class and said to a friend,
'The best part of that exam is that, as long as I live, I will never take a
physics class again,"' he said.
But when Lowry graduated from Embry-Riddle, jobs in aviation were
scarce, so the Redford native moved back to Michigan and started work on
an engineering degree. He took a physics class at Oakland Community
College, taught by Davie Stoddard, an OCC physics professor and EMU
alumnus. Having a teacher who taught physics in a way he could appreciate
it made all the difference. Lowry fell in love with the discipline and never
looked back, eventually earning his master's degree at EMU where he built
a special type of laser with Behringer as his adviser.
"His attention to detail was really evident. Basically, he was the best
master's student I've ever had," Behringer said. "When he finished that, he
began teaching in our department. ...He's always interested in
communicating physics, whether it's as a teacher or just with people he
knows. And he's really good at it. At this point, there's no question (about
his wanting to teach.)"
Lowry has had students come to his classes leery of physics and end up
becoming physics majors. And, through Behringer, Lowry's become
involved in the American Association of Physics Teachers, presenting at one
of their national conferences.
More locally, Lowry conducts physics activities with second- and third
graders at St. Valentine's School in Redford and has helped a friend design
projects for his sixth-grade science class in Walled Lake. One former
student asked Lowry to help design an activity for her daughters' Girl Scout
camp, and he's been back just about every year since, organizing activities
that range from a walkable scale model of the solar system to a solar oven.
"I really enjoy working with students, and I love teaching in this
department with the people I work with," he said. "I like the challenge it
brings every day. I've enjoyed academia for a while as a student, and it's a
nice transition into teaching. As I tell my students, I get to play with toys
every day."
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By Amy E. Whitesall

Brian Nemerovski maintains the Eastern Michigan University Admissions Web site
- one task among a dozen or so that make up his workday. He's not a Web designer
but, thanks to a 2008 redesign by EMU's Web communications and new media team,
he manages one of the cleaner, more effective sites in the emich.edu universe.
"We've been surprised at how
much the new site and its
partner, Ask EMU, have cut
down on phone calls and
e-mail inquiries," Nemerovski
said. "And we have good
intelligence that students are
getting the information they
need without having to
contact us. That means they
can get it at 1:30 a.m. in
Bangalore, India, if that's
where they are."
Eastern Michigan's Web team
turned the admissions
redesign project into
something of a test run for
the University's new Web
site, making
www.emich.edu/admissions a
prototype of what's to come
when EMU's new Web site
goes live in mid-August.
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WELCOME HOME: This screen capture illustrates
"The admissions site proved what Eastern Michigan University's new home
to be a good pilot project for page for theWeb will look like. The new look for
a lot of reasons," said Rhonda the site is expected to launch in mid-August.
Delong, Web
communications and new
media director. "It brought into play issues about how you maintain sites ... And the
whole international presence, that will follow from that project, was really
informative for us. It gave us a whole different perspective on how to communicate
with non-native (English) speakers...
"We're really trying to look through the user's eyes, and that means coming up with a
site that's well-designed, navigable, simple, clean and gets you where you want to
go."
The Web team - Delong, designer Suzanne Szopo and developer Scott Shaper
- had already looked at Web sites from more than 100 peer institutions, competitors
and innovators to get a sense for trends and common practices. They'd studied the
way users approach the Web site; what they need and what they don't; and have
since bounced ideas back and forth with a 23-member committee made up of people
from all over campus.
And one request kept rising above the others - make it simple.
"I don't mean kindergarten simple," Delong said. "I'm talking about clean, clear,
intuitive. When I look at it, I should 'get' it."

On a site as broad as EMU's, simple is anything but. The Web team is directly
responsible for the 200 or so pages that receive most of the traffic, but
www .emich.edu includes about 150,000 different pages, the vast majority of which
are managed by people like Nemerovski.
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Many of the old sites
were built using
standards that are now
outdated. They don't
play well with certain
technologies, like mobile
Web applications. And
they don't meet
standards that help
people with disabilities
use the Web.

The new design won't
look exactly like the
site, Delong
admissions
l I•• ......� .....
said. In fact, Admissions
itself will be tweaked to
match the new look. But
many of its features
- the wider, horizontal
orientation, the
navigation bar, the lack
of menus that show up
only when you mouse
over them (and
ll
NEWS FLASH: This screen capture i ustrates what
EMU's News, Arts and Events Web page will look l ike. disappear if Y?Ur han�
The intent is to make campus news; theatre, art and happens to dr_1ft) - will
stay. Users will be able
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dance activities; and other campus events more
active and engaging for viewers.

green) to customize the look on their own computer.

to choose from four
color schemes (black,
white and two shades of

And the Web team also will work with colleges and departments to create custom
templates like the one Nemerovski uses in Admissions.
"I think they've used a lot of what they learned on our site (to design the University
site)," Nemerovski said. "We wanted, first and foremost, to have a site that was
more aesthetically pleasing. We're in the recruiting field and that's very important.
And, functionally, we want,ed to streamline things so functions for different students
are handled the same way."
Pages for similar programs - like Daily Tours, Eastern Fridays and Sit-Down
Saturdays, for example - have a consistent look, with corresponding information in
consistent places.
"I certainly wish I had more time to make our pages perfect," said Nemerovski, who
adds content to the body of the page through a few straightforward steps. "But it's
very attractive to me to be able to plug admissions-related content into the
framework of a page that's nice to look at, and know that I'm making good pages
just by putting in the content."
Editor's Note: A related and updated story will be published in either the July 14 or
Aug. 9 issue of FOCUS EMU.
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Eastern Michigan University and Washtenaw Community College (WCC) have signed
an articulation agreement that will provide transfer students the opportunity to
complete a nursing degree at EMU.
May 12, 2009 issue

EMU, Washtenaw
Community College
sign articulation
agreement to help
nursing students
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By Ward Mullens

"The School of Nursing at EMU is proud to participate in this partnership with our
nursing education colleagues at WCC," said Betty Beard, director of EMU's School of
Nursing. "This agreement will streamline the process of admission, articulation and
transition for nursing students who excel in their studies at WCC and want to continue
their higher education by obtaining their baccalaureate degrees - all in a seamless
process. These nurses will provide nursing care for patients, families and
communities in an increasingly complex health care system."
"The signing of the
Nursing Transfer
agreement symbolizes
the renewing of our
partnership with EMU's
School of Nursing. The
timing of this
agreement couldn't be
better. It responds to
the current state of the
economy, as well as
the current nursing
shortage, by offering a
o:..r...-"'-..........�---" high qua Iity,
cost-effective joint
NURTURING NURSING: Eastern Michigan University's program.

-------1

School of Nursing and Washtenaw Community
"Clearly, the WCC/EMU
College recently signed an articulation agreement
Program will
Transfer
that will provide transfer students the opportunity to
students
nursing
give
complete a nursing degree at EMU. (above, from left)
the 'best of both
Julie Slack, an EMU professor of nursing; Granville
Lee, dean of health and applied technologies at WCC; worlds'," said Gloria A.
Velarde, department
EMU President Susan Martin, EMU Provost and
Executive Vice President Don Loppnow, wee Nursing chair for Nursing and
Health Sciences at
Department Chair Gloria Velarde, Betty Beard,
wee.
director of EMU's School of Nursing; Bette Warren,
EMU's associate. vice. pre�ide�t of academic �rograms; "This agreement
and Deb delask1-Sm1th, mtenm dean of EMU s
provides another
College of Health and Human Services.

pathway for students to
complete a bachelor's
degree in nursing. It's one more way that our two schools have worked together as
partners to address the local demand for qualified nurses," said Patricia Cygnar,
coordinator of community college relations for EMU. "The nursing departments at
EMU and WCC worked very hard to put this agreement together and make sure that
students can transfer smoothly without repeating courses or losing credit."
The agreement, which is effective Sept. 1, 2009, through Aug. 31, 2012, will allow a
student completing an associate in applied science degree at wee the ability to
transfer up to 82 credit hours toward a bachelor of science in nursing at EMU.
EMU will waive the 60-hour rule and require that a minimum of 42 credit hours must
be completed in courses offered at the four-year college level.
The EMU School of Nursing plans to accept up to 16 wee transfer students each year
to fill positions in the traditional nursing program, which have opened up due to
attrition. These will be additional students, over and above those who have already

transferred from WCC's RN program into EMU's Nursing Completion program, Cygnar
said.
For more information, go to http://www.emich.edu/nursing/
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EMU's Forensics Team
places ninth nationally,
keeps streak of 39
straight top finishes
intact
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Eastern Michigan University's Forensics team may be experiencing a case of deja vu.
For the second consecutive year, EMU finished ninth after their performance at the
National Forensic Association's National Championship April 16-20 at Missouri State
University, which co-hosted the event with Drury University.
And like last year, Western Kentucky University emerged as champions (656 points)
with Bradley University holding on to its runner-up status (458 points). Eastern
Michigan scored 198.5 points.
"I thought we'd do a little better," said Ray Quiel,
who was hopeful his young squad of freshmen and
sophomores last year would move up in the
standings with a year of maturity. "I'm particularly
proud that every senior, of which there were four,
made a top 20 finish. That's pretty darn good."

By Heather Hamilton

This year, Chris Blackford, a senior from
Evansville, and Mike Schafer, a sophomore from
Grand Rapids, competed in a championship final
round. Schafer placed third in the rhetorical criticism
finals and Blackford finished sixth in the prose finals.
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KEEPING THE STREAK:
The Forensics team placed
ninth, keeping its streak
alive as the only university
to have placed in the top 10
at nationals for 39
consecutive years and have
at least one student
participate in a
championship final round.
Here, senior Doug Crandall
competes in the semifinal
round in persuasive
speaking.

The team also had two members place as
semifinalists and two as quarterfinalists.
Semifinalists included Omar Orme, a sophomore
from Holt, impromptu speaking; and Doug
Crandall, a senior from Battle Creek, persuasive
speaking. Quarterfinalists included Crandall,
extemporaneous; Nick Burden, a senior from
Fenton, and Marcus Coleman, a freshman from
Grand Rapids, impromptu speaking; and Thom
Munger, a senior from Lansing, rhetorical criticism.
The EMU Forensics team is still the only team to
place in the top 10 nationally for 39 consecutive
years and have at least one student participate in a
championship final round.
"No other school has done that. By that standard,
I'm happy," Quiel said.
After Western Kentucky and Bradley, top 10 scores
were: the University of Texas, 403.5; Illinois State
University, 370; Northwestern University, 286; Cal
State University-Long Beach, 270; Ohio University
263.5; St. Joseph's University, 219.5; EMU, 198.5;
and the University of Wisconsin Eau Claire, 195.5.

To gain some pre-national competition experience, some team members participated
at the Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament (FA-NIET), which
took place at the University of Akron April 3-6.
There, Orme placed third in extemporaneous speaking; Schafer made the
quarterfinals for rhetorical criticism; and Crandall qualified for the semifinals in
rhetorical criticism and the quarterfinals in extemporaneous speaking.
"We took three students down there to showcase what we do before nationals," Quiel
said. - Ron Podell contributed to this report.
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Bruce Moses never had to look far to see how disjointed Eastern Michigan's recycling
program was.
May 12, 2009 issue
Recycling survey
provides insight into
how campus views
EMU's recycling efforts
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By Amy E. Whitesa l l

When the former continuous improvement and planning director's office was in Boone
Hall, administrative secretary Ann Rentfrow used to haul two garbage bags of plastic
water bottles home every week to recycle them on the curb because there was no
place to recycle them at Boone .
"We're avid recyclers at home," Rentfrow said. "I couldn't figure out why they didn't
have a recycling project here."
Moses, who recently took an
administrative job at
Northwest Arkansas
Community College, was part
of the comm ittee charged
with identifying ways to
improve recycling at EMU as
part of the university's
Academic Quality
Improvement Program
(AQIP) process. In March, the
committee surveyed
students, faculty and staff to
gather impressions of the
campus recycling culture
- or lack thereof.
"The trend, I would say, is
that our constituents are
confused," said Moses. "We
have no systematic
comm unication about what is
important as far as recycling
on campus."

RECYCLING SURVEY: Gaelan Campbell-Fox, an
EMU senior from Buckley, Mich., places a plastic
bottle in the recycling bin at the Student Center
while talking to Adam Dombrowski, a sophomore
from Willis. A campus committee was recently
charged with identifying ways to improve
Although 55 percent of
recycling at EMU as part of the University's
survey respondents said they Academic Quality Improvement Program (AQIP)
always recycle at home, that process. Photo by Anthony Gattine
dropped to 21 percent on
campus. Approximately 15
percent of the people who com pleted the survey said they never recycle on campus.

And when it came to evaluating EMU's support for recycling, 55 percent considered it
weak or very weak and another 25 percent tagged the University's support as neither
weak nor strong.
"I always move (ambivalent answers) to the negative side," Moses said. "If you're
not sure, we're not doing something right."
Seventy percent or more of respondents said they should be able to recycle in dining
areas, administrative buildings and classrooms, and 60 percent or more said they
wanted to be able to recycle mixed paper, batteries, Styrofoam, computer
components and food (compost).
Part of the confusion, said Diane Lynn-Veals, recycling team co-leader, comes from a
lack of communication about just what is recyclable on campus. The physical plant's
Web site has a list of recyclables at http://www.emich.edu/physplant/green.html. But
Lynn-Veals said many people don't click the "Green initiatives" link and, therefore,
never find the list.

Meanwhile, one of the biggest problems with recycling bins in classroom buildings is
that people throw trash into the bins. Neither the custodians nor the physical plant's
lone recycling student employee have time to sort it, so the entire bin becomes trash.
To initiate change, the recycling team recommended:
• Using consistent and clearly labeled three-section bins (like the ones used at
the Student Center) campus-wide.
• Adopting a "Reduce, Reuse, Think" slogan to emphasize ways of producing less
waste.
• Establishing a recycling council to keep the program moving and apply for
grant money.
• Giving the physical plant control over all things recycling.
• Participating in America Recycles Day ( Nov. 15) and EMU Recycle Day
(typically during move-in.)
"I think people were kind of doing their own things," said Lynn-Veals, who's also a
custodial and grounds zone manager with the physical plant. "I think, in the
administrative buildings, and the ones we were testing had recyding, but you'd have
the physical plant do one thing and student focus groups doing another. This will
make it more standard across campus."
The recommendations will go back through EMU's Office of Continuous Improvement
and on to management - in this case Associate Vice President for Facilities John
Donegan, who's worked extensively with the recycling team already.
"The students want to do it and they've had initiatives. VISION Green and those folks
are really strong," Moses said. "We haven't, as an administration, as leadership,
embraced the culture of saying recycling is very important to us. I think it trickles
down. You've got to model behavior (that you want to see)."
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EMU athletic director
looking to schedule
football games with
BCS conference
schools
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By Ron Podell
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This fall, the Eastern Michigan University football team travels to the University of
Michigan, Northwestern University and the University of Arkansas, a tough
nonconference road schedule by any measure.
But EMU Athletics Director Derrick Gragg has a goal to establish more matchups with
Bowl Championship Series (BCS) conference schools - and bring them to Rynearson
Stadium.
"We have a goal of bringing a premiere institution to Rynearson Stadium," said
Gragg, during the Board of Regents' Athletics Advisory Committee meeting April 21.
Gragg mentioned that EMU was in talks
with a major Big Ten Conference team
about establishing a possible two-for-one
agreement.
In a two-for-one agreement, a school
traditionally known for football will host two
games against a school from a mid-major
conference and agree to travel to the
mid-major school once. For the mid-major
school - in this case EMU from the
Mid-American Conference - it would
provide two important benefits for the
program. One, it provides two
"guaranteed" or big-payday road games to
help EMU fund its athletic program. Two, it
provides a marquee home matchup that
will likely draw more fan interest.
For example, in 2003, EMU hosted the
University of Maryland, from the Atlantic
Coast Conference That game drew a crowd
19,628, according to statistics provided by
EMU's Sports Information Department.
"I would strongly encourage a
two-for-one," said Regent Phil Incarnati.
"We need to get people used to coming to
our facility rather than Ford Field."

STUFFED TERRAPIN: The EMU
defense stops a University of
In the past, the Eagles have played games Maryland running back during a
Sept. 27, 2003 game that drew
at Ford Field against Army and in-state
19,628 fans to Rynearson Stadium.
rivals Central and Western Michigan
Eastern
Michigan Athletics Director
universities.
Derrick Gragg wants to bring in
The addition of a 12th regular season game some more big-name programs to
Rynearson Stadium in the future.
in the last few years has made it more

difficult for programs to fill out their
schedules, which are typically slated a few years in advance, Gragg said. But, it also
can provide opportunities.
For example, Gragg said that EMU and the University of Michigan struck a deal a
couple months ago for a game in Ann Arbor Sept. 19.

"The $800,000 price tag will help us in many ways," Gragg said of the guaranteed
payday from the Michigan game. "We have MAC membership dues, women's soccer
field turf, enhancements in football and a scoreboard project (to pay for)."
Last year's football schedule was ideal, said Gragg, pointing to eight MAC games and

\

four nonconference games.
"We like to schedule two guaranteed games (last year it was Michigan State
University and the University of Maryland), one like opponent (Army) and one
Division I-AA game, if possible," Gragg said.
Gragg added that EMU has a 10-year agreement to play Army.
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With the recent announcement that the Ann Arbor News will close its doors in July,
Ypsilanti residents may wonder where to look for local news. The answer is the
Ypsilanti Citizen.
May 12, 2009 issue
EMU graduates start
Ypsilanti Citizen to
provide community
news

_
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By Heather Hami lton

The Ypsilanti Citizen is a mobile journalism initiative started by Eastern Michigan
University graduates Christine Laughren and Andrew Cipolla, and EMU student Dan
DuChene.
"The Ypsilanti community deserves a local paper that is ran by a local business," said
Duchene.
The idea for the Citizen
came when Laughren,
Cipolla and DuChene
worked together at the
Eastern Echo and noticed
a gap in reporting in
Ypsilanti. The amount of
local news coverage was
significantly decreased
when the Ann Arbor
News closed its Ypsilanti
bureau November 2008.
DuChene came up with
the idea for an online
only news source for
Ypsilanti.
"Online publishing is a
journalist's dream
because you don't have
to wait to go to press,"
said Duchene.

AN OFFICE ANYWHERE: ( above, from left} Dan
DuChene, Andrew Cipolla and Christine Laughren
file their stories for the Ypsilanti Citizen from the
Corner Brewery. The three had worked together at
the Eastern Echo and noticed a gap in reporting of
Laughren and DuChene Ypsilanti news. The three began the Ypsilanti Citizen,
also had previously
an online news site for Ypsilanti news.
worked for print
publications in Ludington
and Ypsilanti. It was during that time that they became disillusioned with the future of
print and saw potential in using the Internet as a means for news delivery.
The Citizen employs a new kind of journalism - mobile journalism - to bring news
to the Ypsilanti community.. The reporters use everything from shooting video to
recording news brief podcasts to streaming video to disseminate local news to the
community.
"To me, mobile journalism is kind of carrying your office around with you. It's being
on the beat, on the street, all the time," said Laughren.
The Citizen doesn't have an office or a set publishing schedule. Stories are updated on
to the Web site at all hours of the day. The staff includes Laughren, Cipolla, DuChene
and a few volunteer writers. Laughren and DuChene are the primary reporters while
Cipolla focuses on advertising. The Citizen operates under ad-supported revenue as a
way to offer the news to the Ypsilanti community at no cost. The Citizen covers
government, education, health, sports, weather, entertainment and other beats.
"Because we use the Internet and its evolving tools for both the production and the
distribution of news, we are able to deliver a more precise picture of our community,"
said Laughren. "In addition to much needed local reporting, we hope to engage
Ypsilantians and help them gather, discuss and interact with each other."

One way the Citizen helps community members connect is with a detailed calendar.
The calendar covers news and events in the City of Ypsilanti, Ypsilanti Township,
Superior Township and surrounding areas. The calendar includes when and where the
activity is, as well as a brief description and contact information.
"It's an amazing asset for the community. I think people are really starting to rely on
it," said Laughren.
Since the Citizen's launch in November, the paper has developed a regular following,
said Laughren. Using Google Analytics, DuChene said they know who is using the site,
where people are coming from and what they are looking at. As of May 11, the
Citizen has had 65,000 unique views since its November 2, 2008 launch and DuChene
said the traffic continues to increase.
"A lot of people are discovering the Ypsi Citi through social media," said DuChene.
DuChene said the reporters interact with readers on social networking tools such as
Twitter, Facebook and MySpace. These social networking tools allow the Citizen to
keep people up-to-date with what they are covering and when stories are being
posted.
In a new development last week, the Eastern Echo, EMU's student newspaper, began
subscribing to the Ypsilanti Citizen so that it can print stories of local interest created
by Citizen reporters.
"They (Echo) pay for it like a wire service," DuChene said.
To find out more about the Ypsilanti Citizen, visit www.ypsiciti.com or e-mail
editor@ypsiciti.com.
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Eastern Michigan University will soon be advertising on a new LED billboard.
May 12, 2009 issue
Work on digital
billboard site
underway

By Ted Coutilish
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Installation of the two-sided billboard at Exit 183 facing l-94 near Huron Street in
Ypsilanti is tentatively scheduled for June, according to Scott Furcolow, general
manager, Adams Outdoor Advertising, Ann Arbor.
Currently, Adams Outdoor is cutting vegetation around the designated location,
preparing to remove the existing sign, and reviewing capital expenditures and
vendors.
Under an agreement for a
period of the next 20
years, Adams Outdoor
will pay approximately
$35,000 per year for the
lease of the sign to the
City of Ypsilanti. The city,
in turn, will provide one
8-second digital ad per
rotation continuously to
EMU and the Ypsilanti
Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau (YACVB).
Ads in a rotation range
from one to no more than
six. According to the
agreement, ads
promoting sex, tobacco,
alcohol, gambling
(excluding the Michigan
Lottery) and other
institutions of higher
learning are not
permitted on the board.

MAKING WAY FOR THE NEW: This old billboard
(above, right) has occupied an easement near
Exit 183 along 1-94 since 1983. Currently, Adams
Outdoor Advertising is cutting vegetation around
the location and plans to remove the existing sign
to make way for a double-sided LED digital billboard
"I'm really excited about (above, left). The digital billboard is expected to be
installed sometime during June.
this project," Furcolow
said.

The new sign will be taller and wider than the current 35-foot sign. Furcolow expects
it to be 17 feet taller.
Debbie Locke-Daniels, executive director of the YACVB, was excited to hear the
news.
"I am extremely pleased we will soon see the sign go up," Locke-Daniels said. "We
look forward to promoting our summer events and continuing our strong partnership
with the City and EMU for the next two decades."
Eastern Michigan and the YACVB, which had leased the land from the city for $1 per
year for 10 years and shared advertising space, constructed the current sign in 1986.
"I am very glad to see this project coming to fruition," said Theodore G. Coutllish,
associate vice president, EMU Office of Marketing and Communications. "This is a win
for everyone."
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Susan Martin, Eastern Michigan University's president, has received the Michigan
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EMU president receives
honor from Michigan
State University's
College of Business

By Ron Podell and Heather
Hamilton
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Susan Martin
Bruce Carroll
Rudy Alvarado
Derrick Gragg
EMU'S Clinical
Research
Administration
Graduate Program
Susan Moeller
Ron Podell
Jenny Scherer.
Stacie Skodinski and
Kaylie Tolliver
Kyle Rhoad and
Zack Leonard
T.J. Lang
Tavelyn James
EMU women's golf
team
EMU men's golf
team
Chris Jenkins
Wally Gerbus
EMU's men's and
women's indoor
track teams
Kyle Rhoad

State University Department of Accounting and Information Systems Alumna of the
Year Award for 2009.
Toe annual award is presented to only one alumnus or alumna each year.
"My education at Michigan State prepared me well for my career
in government and higher education," said Martin. "I am honored
to be recognized 20 years after receiving my Ph.D."
"This honor is based on accomplishment and the story associated
with the individual," said Sanjay Gupta, professor and
department chair for accounting and information systems at
MSU's Eli Broad College of Business. "Dr. Martin is a great story
and certainly accomplished."
"After graduating (from Central Michigan University), she married
and ended up at the University of Texas at Austin that led to a job
Martin
as a secretary in the microbiology department. She worked there
for scientists, keeping track of their fiscal grants and loved it so
much that she decided to take a class in accounting," Gupta said in his introduction
of Martin. "She was the only woman in her class and was harassed by her
classmates and instructors; so she decided to 'set the curve.' That led to her coming
to MSU to earn her MBA and then a Ph.D. in accounting."
Martin received her MBA in accounting from MSU in 1976 and her doctoral degree in
accounting in 1988. There are approximately 15,000 alumni from MSU's Accounting
and Information Systems Department.
Martin became EMU's 22nd president and first woman president in July 2008. Prior
to Eastern Michigan, Martin served as provost and vice-chancellor of academic
affairs at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Martin currently is chair of the State of Michigan Hospital Finance Authority. She was
originally appointed to the hospital finance authority by former Gov. James
Blanchard and then reappointed by Governors John Engler and Jennifer Granholm.
Bruce Carroll, an Eastern Michigan University assistant professor of political
science, was named an Academic Fellow for 2009-10 by the Foundation for the
Defense of Democracies (FDD). Carroll will travel to Israel May 30 through June 10
for an intensive course in terrorism studies and how democracies can defeat the
worldwide terrorist threat.

"I am very much looking forward to the opportunity to listen and participate in the
exchanges and interactions which we will have in Israel," said Carroll. "It should be
a useful experience for a course I plan to teach on international terrorism next year
and other related courses."
During Carroll's trip to Israel, he will participate in lectures by academics, and
military and intelligence officials, as well as diplomats from Israel, Jordan, India,

Turkey and the United States. Carroll also will have the opportunity to learn the
practical side of deterring and defeating terrorists by visiting military bases, border
zones, and police, customs and immigration facilities.
Rudy Alvarado, an EMU
alumnus,
recently
was
awarded the Tony Ryan Book
Award for his book, "The
Untold Story of Joe Hernandez:
The Voice of Santa Anita"
(Cabbalo Press of Ann Arbor).

The $10,000 prize and trophy
were presented to Alvarado by
Lexington's Castleton Lyons
farm and Thoroughbred Times
during an awards reception at 1""" �
� ..
Castleton Lyons in Lexington
April 5. The prize was created ...._.....__----'
in 2006 to reward literary
excellence for the best book LITERARY THOROUGHBRED: Rudy Alvarado
published about thoroughbred { center } accepts his $10,000 check for
winning the Tony Ryan Book Award, which
racing.

rewards literary excellence for the best book

Alvarado received his master's published about thoroughbred racing. An EMU
degree in history from Eastern alumnus, Alvarado wrote "The Untold Story
Michigan University, where he of Joe Hernandez: The Voice of Santa Anita."
was a University Fellow and a Alvarado is flanked by Shane Ryan and Mark
Parks, King, Chavez Fellow.
Simon.
EMU's
Gragg,
Derrick
director of athletics, has been named the Black Coaches & Administrators (BCA)
Administrator of the Year for 2008-09. Gragg will receive his award at the BCA
National Convention and Expo Awards Banquet Friday, May 29, at the Hyatt
Regency in Indianapolis, Ind. The event is open to the public and registration and
information on the banquet can be located at www.bcasports.org.
Gragg, EMU athletics director since Feb. 21, 2006, has turned in back-to-back
successes in the first two years under his leadership. In 2007-2008, Gragg's second
as athletics director, EMU followed up a record-breaking eight Mid-American
Conference championships in 2006-2007 with four league regular-season titles and
one MAC Tournament crown. The Eagles also secured the Reese Trophy, which is
awarded annually to the top overall men's athletics program in the league.
1!!!11111�!11!1!1!1!!1!-....."' The BCA is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt
non-profit organization whose primary
purpose is to foster the growth and
development of ethnic minorities at all
levels of sports, both nationally and
internationally. The BCA is committed to
creating a positive enlightened
environment where issues can be
examined closely, debated sincerely and
resolved honestly. The BCA's focus
involves the concerns of its colleagues in
professional sports, NCAA (Division I, II,
and III), NAIA (Division I and II), junior
college and high school levels.
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Gragg

Eastern Michigan University's graduate program in Clinical Research
Administration has formed one of the first two student chapters chartered by the
Drug Information Association ( www .diahome. org). The Drug Information
Association is an international professional society, which represents the drug
development and regulatory affairs professions. The other student chapter is
located at the University of Copenhagen in Denmark.
Susan Moeller, an EMU professor of accounting and finance, was
one of 10 members recently elected to the American Association
of University Professors (MUP) National Council. Council
members serve for three years and assume office following the
association's annual meeting in June. The 40-member council
meets at least twice a year to determine association policy.
Moeller represents District III, which is Michigan.
Ron Podell continues to have success with his screenplays. His
short script, "Silence of the Bees", took the Gold Remi award in
the short screenplay category at WorldFest-Houston April 26.
Platinum, gold, silver and bronze awards were awarded in each
category at the film festival. His short script, ''Time and llde", Moeller
was named a finalist at the upcoming Mexico International Film
Festival, scheduled May 29-31. His feature-length script, "Pulp
Science Fiction" was named a semfinalist (final 11) in the Tennessee Scriptwriting
Association's screenwriting contest, which has not yet named a winner. Podell is
assistant manager, news services, in University Communications.
Jenny Scherer, Stacie Skodinski and Kaylee Tolliver, members of EMU's
women's softball team, were named to various All-Mid-American Conference teams.
Scherer, a junior outfielder, and sophomore shortstop Skodinski were named to the
All-MAC Second Team while Tolliver, a freshman first baseman, was named to the
All-MAC Freshman Team.
.---------, Scherer was second on the
team with a . 318 batting
average while leading the
MAC in home runs (14), RBis
(41) and total bases (101,)
while ranking second in runs
scored (33) and slugging
percentage (.682). Her 14
home runs set a new single
season EMU mark, giving her
36 round trippers for her
career. Scherer was also
selected MAC West Division
Player of the Week twice this
--=-__......� year.
Skodinski just completed the
best offensive season in EMU
history. The shortstop hit .425
to lead the MAC to go along
with
a
.486
on-base
percentage and . 787 slugging
percentage, both tops in the
conference. In addition, she
was second in RBis (37) and
total bases (92) while ranking third in doubles (12) and fourth in home runs (9). Her
.425 average sets a new program standard and she becomes only the second player
SOFTBALL HONORS: Eastern Michigan
University softball players Jenny Scherer,
Stacie Skodlnski and Kaylee Tolliver recently
received All-Mid-American Conference honors.
Scherer and Skodinski were named to the AllMAC Second Team while Tolliver made the AllFreshman team.

in EMU history to hit over .400 in a season. She collected 15 multi-hit games while
striking out only 20 times this season. Skodinski was tabbed MAC West Division
Player of the Week once, while being named the best offensive player at the team's
annual banquet.
Tolliver's selection to the All-Freshman team marks the fourth consecutive year that
an Eagle has been named to the rookie team. In MAC play, Tolliver hit .295 with
three home runs and 12 RBI. A starter of all 22 conference games, the first
baseman collected 18 hits while scoring seven runs to go along with a .984 fielding
percentage.
Kyle Rhoad and Zack Leonard, members of EMU's baseball team, earned 2009

ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District IV honors announced by the College Sports
Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) May 7. Rhoad, a senior outfielder, was
named to the first team. He has a 3.91 GPA in supply chain management. As of May
7, Rhoad has started all 49 games this season in center field and leads the team
with a .358 batting average. He also has tallied a team-leading 28 stolen bases.
Leonard, a a sophomore third baseman, was named to the second team. Leonard,
who has a 3. 75 GPA in exercise science, has started every game this season. As of
May 7, he sported a .321 batting average and has hit four home runs this season.

T.J. Lang, a starting offensive tackle for
the Eastern Michigan University football
team in 36 straight games over the past
three seasons, was selected in the fourth
round of the 2009 NFL Draft by the Green
Bay Packers April 26. Lang was the 109th
player chosen in the two-day draft. Lang,
a 6-foot-4 1/2, 307-pound lineman
played in all 47 games during his
four-year EMU career. He began his
career as a defensive lineman in 2005
and played in 1 1 games, starting once.
Lang moved to the offensive line as a
sophomore in 2006 and went on to start Lang
all 36 games his last three seasons, all
12 in 2006 at right or left offensive tackle and all 12 in 2007 and 2008 at left
offensive tackle. Lang was named second-team All-Mid-American Conference in
2008 after turning in an outstanding season. After completing his eligibility, he was
chosen to play in the Texas vs. The Nation All-Star Game.
Tavelyn James, a guard on EMU's
women's basketball team, concluded the
2008-09 season as the fourth-leading
freshman scorer in the nation with an
average of 14. 7 points per game. Her
point total, 426, accumulated in 20 games,
is the best mark in EMU history, eclipsing
Ryan Coleman's previous record of 417.
Named to the MAC's All-Freshman team,
James ranked ninth in the MAC in scoring
and finished as the team's leading scorer.
The EMU women's golf team recently
-------=----'--"--'-=-----' equaled its best finish at the Mid-American
Conference Women's Golf Championships,
James
finishing second behind Kent State April
26. Senior Stephanie Fleet finished in
third place with a 306 score while senior Courtney Aili took fifth with a 311 score.

Both were named to the All-MAC Tournament Team. Fleet also was named to the
All-MAC First Team with sophomore Darby Peters. Aili received All-MAC Second
Team honors.
The

EMU

men's

golf

team

finished as runner-up to Kent State
University in MAC Conference
Tournament at Brickyard Crossing
Golf Course in Indianapolis, Ind.
May 2. Sophomore Nick Carbury
(Kalamazoo) finished in fourth
place with a one-under 287 score
while junior Cam Burke (Baden,
Ontario) tied for fifth with a 288
score. Junior Brandon Lemons
senior
(Portage. Mich.) and
(Dundas,
Christopher
Ross
Ontario) tied for 10th with a 303. L-------------=---=�---=
Carbury and Burke, were named to
.
.
the All-MAC Tournament Team. ON THE GREEN: Senior Chns�opher Ross
Ross was named to the All-MAC was named to the All-MAC First Team for
First Team while Lemons Burke men's golf and will represent the Eagles at
and junior Marty Jeppesen the NCAA Regional Championship May 14(Saline) received All-MAC Second 16•
Team honors. Ross also was
sleeted to participate in the NCAA Regional Championship May 14-16 in Stillwater,
Oklahoma.
Chris Jenkins, an Eastern Michigan University wrestler, was named to the 2009
Academic All-Mid-American Conference Team. Jenkins also received this honor in
2007.

Jenkins, a junior from Tecumseh, Mich., is a criminal justice major with a 3.49 GPA.
He posted a 13-8 regular season record and competed in 12 out of 18 meets. The
Academic All-MAC honor is for a student-athlete who has excelled in athletics and
academics. To quality, a student-athlete must have at least a 3.20 cumulative GPA
and participated in at least 50 percent of the contests for their particular sport.
Eastern
an
Gerbus,
Wally
freshman
Michigan
University
baseball player from Fairfield,
Ohio, was named one of Collegiate
Slugger"
"Louisville
Baseball's
National Players of the Week for
the week of April 8- 12.
The announcement came after
Gerbus' record-breaking
performance against Bowling
Green State University (BGSU).
Gerbus tied the Mid-American
Conference (MAC) single-game
home run record with four home
Gerbus
runs. He also had five runs scored
and eight RBis in the Eagles' 27-7
win against BGSU. Gerbus' 16 total bases in one game ties him with two other
players for the second most in MAC history. His eight RBis tie him with several
former players for the third most in a single game in MAC history. Gerbus also
received MAC West Player of the Week for the same week.

The Eastern Michigan University men's and women's indoor track and field
teams had five student-athletes earn Academic All-Mid-American Conference (MAC)
honors.
The Academic All-MAC honor is for a student-athlete who has excelled in athletics
and academics. To quality, a student-athlete must have at least a 3.20 cumulative
GPA and participated in at least 50 percent of the contests for their particular sport.
Athletes selected to the Academic All-MAC Team are junior Jessica Novakowski,
of Wixom, Mich., a criminal justice major with a 3.29 GPA; senior Josh Karanja, of
Ottawa, Ontario, a public administration master's student with a 3.42 GPA; junior
Oliver Walther, of Erfurt, Germany, a finance major with a 3.92 GPA; junior Kyle
Fortin, of Fairview, Mich., a marketing major with a 3.88 GPA; and sophomore
Andrew Meyer, of Minster, Ohio, a physical education major with a 3.72 GPA.
Kyle Rhoad, an Eastern Michigan University senior baseball player, was named one

of 30 candidates for the Lowe's Senior CLASS Award. CLASS stands for celebrating
loyalty and achievement for staying in school.

To be eligible for the award, a
student-athlete must be classified as
an NCAA Division I senior and have
notable achievements in four areas
of excellence: classroom, character,
community and competition.
Rhoad, a senior from Fostoria, Ohio,
maintains a 3.91 GPA and graduated
in three years with a bachelor's
degree in business administration.
He is currently pursuing an MBA with
a focus on supply chain
management.

Rhoad

Rhoad is in his final season at EMU
as the starting center fielder and
team captain. He is ranked 12th all-time in EMU baseball history with 41 stolen
bases. Rhoad also was voted as the league's top base runner by the Mid-American
Conference coaches.
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Toe following Eastern Michigan University faculty and staff are celebrating service
anniversaries during May.
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EMU employees
celebrate service
anniversaries

35 years
Sandra Tanner (35 years), administrative assistant, Coatings Research Institute,
College of Technology
Olan Henson (35 years), budget records administrator, University budget office

By Heather Hamilton

Mary Schmaltz (34 years), administrative secretary, associate dean's office,

continuing education

Janet Moody (34 years), auditor/evaluator,

undergraduate graduation audit, office of records and
registration
Mary Vlelhaber (32 years), professor, department of

management

Rock Grubaugh (32 years), facilities maintenance
worker, HDC support services, housing

25 years

Vlelhaber

John Charles (25 years), technical director, scene shop,

department of communication, media and theatre arts

20 years
Amy Singer (20 years), client services supervisor, Halle Library
Roy Rose (20 years), grounds foreman, grounds and custodial, physical plant
James Johnson (20 years), custodian, custodial services, physical plant
Orville Gregg (20 years), custodian, custodial services, physical plant
Cheryl Gregg (20 years), custodian, custodial services, physical plant

15 years
Daniel Harrison (15 years), custodian, custodial services, physical plant

10 years
Stephanie Tandy (10 years), senior secretary, counseling

services

Scott Hall (10 years), head coach, women's soccer,
intercollegiate athletics
Andrew Cluley (10 years), news reporter, WEMU 89.1 FM

Hall
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Carroll A. Osborn, a former professor of industrial arts at EMU from 1955-81, died

April 27. He was 93.
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Former EMU professor
of industrial arts, Snow
Health Center
housekee per die
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By Ron Pode I I

In 1955, Carroll joined the faculty of EMU's Industrial Education (Technology)
Department. Initially, Carroll taught industrial arts for grades 7-12 for EMU's
Roosevelt laboratory school as well as college classes at EMU. Later, he primarily
taught industrial technology classes to students majoring in elementary education. He
promoted the integration of arts into content area curriculum both as a means of
teaching ideas and teaching art. He retired from EMU in 1981.
Carroll was a veteran of World War II. In July 1942, he enlisted in the U.S. Army Air
Corps. at Patterson Field, Ohio. He was a member of the U.S. 8th Air Force, 21st Air
Depot Group, British Air Division at Burtonwood, England. There, he attained the rank
of sergeant.
Carroll received his master's degree from Ohio State University and his bachelor's
degree from Ohio Wesleyan University.
Carroll was a member of First United Methodist Church of Ypsilanti. For years, he
sang in the church choir, and participated in service groups and committee work.
During retirement, he continued many volunteer and church activities, and worked
with the Ypsilanti Historica.l Society.
Survivors include his wife, Bonnylyn; three sons, John, Timothy and Joel; two
daughters, Charlotte and Janet; a brother, Everett Osborn; nine grandchildren and a
step-granddaughter.
A memorial service took place May 9 at First United Methodist Church. Donations
may be made to the First United Methodist Church.
Mable Davis, a former food service worker and maintenance worker (FM) at Eastern

Michigan University from 1968-86, died May 1. She was 91.

During her time at EMU, Davis was a food service worker in Dining Commons One
and a housekeeper - first in the residence halls and then Snow Health Center. Davis
retired from her job as a housekeeper in Snow Health Center in December 1986.
Before working at EMU, she worked at the canteen at Veterans Memorial Hospital.
During retirement, she spent time visiting the sick and administering Communion to
those who were homebound.
Davis also was active in Operation Rescue, an organization that opposes abortion.
Survivors include four sons, Richard Davis of Guyang, China; James Davis of
Pearland, Texas; Michael Davis of Pearland, Texas; and Joseph Davis of North
Hollywood, Calif.; three daughters, Bonnie Heany of Ypsilanti; Patricia Davis of Ann
Arbor, Barbara Hinkle of Connersville, Ind., one sister, Louise Deschamp of Salt Lake
City, Utah; 10 grandchildren; and many great-grandchildren and step-grandchildren.
A funeral mass took place May 6 at Holy Trinity Chapel in Ypsilanti. Burial took place
in St. John Cemetery.
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LANSING LIAISONS: Members of an Eastern Michigan University delegation, led by EMU President
Susan Martin (above, middle), met with state Rep. John Walsh, R-Livonia (second from left) during
EMU Day in Lansing May 5. Other EMU representatives pictured are David Victor (left), professor of
management and program coordinator for international business; Student Body President Regina
Royan and EMU Alumni Association President Eric Brown '03. Walsh is introducing legislation that
would allow community colleges to issue baccalaureate degrees in nursing and two other fields.
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A BUSINESS SPARK: Local Ypsilanti officials and EMU administrators ready themselves to cut the

ribbon during a May 8 open house at the SPARK East business incubator in downtown Ypsilanti. There
are eight start-up companies that already do or will occupy space in the 8,000-square-foot Mack &
Mack Building next to Bombadill's Cafe on Michigan Avenue. The incubator offers two conference
rooms, utilities, high-speed Internet, copiers and convenient parking for its tenants •
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HONORED ALUMNI: Eastern Michigan University's Alumni Association honored seven alumni at its
annual Alumni Association Awards, which took place at the Ypsilanti Marriott and Eagle Crest
Conference Center May 9. Those honored (above, from left) are Allen Fazio '89 (Alumni Achievement
Award), David Blixt '99 (Outstanding Young Alumni Award), Duane Zemper '42 (Distinguished Alumni
Award), Ken Stevens, an EMU professor and director of the EMU Theatre (Dr. John W. Porter
Distinguished Service Award); Terrence Thompson '02 (Outstanding Young Alumni Award) and
Nichole Francis Reynolds '97 (Alumni Achievement Award). Kenneth "Red" Simmons '33
(Distinguished Alumni Award) is not pictured•
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RETURN TO EARN: Bernie Boisvert (above, middle}, a sophomore in standing at EMU who just
returned from duty with the Army, looks through a Washtenaw Community College (WCC} publication
with Rebecca Suggitt (left}, an EMU alumnae. Boisvert is interested in pursuing a career that involves
machinery. Julie Killich, a recruiter in WCC's Office of Admissions, also is pictured. Eastern Michigan's
Career Services Center hosted the event, which was designed to assist displaced workers, including
making sure their resumes, interviewing skills and job search strategies were in line with the
expectations and standards employers are currently seeking. Nearly 60 persons attended the event at
the Student Center April 29 and more than 40 resumes were critiqued, said Sarah Kersey Otto,
director of EMU's Career Services Center. Photo by Anthony Gattine
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HONORARY PITCHER: Eastern Michigan University President Susan Martin models a softball jersey
she was presented by Karen Baird {above, left), EMU's women's softball coach. Martin received the
apparel after throwing out the first pitch before the softball team's final home game of the year
against Bowling Green State U niversity May 3. The Eagles lost the game 6-3, ending their season with
an overall 22-30 record, with an 8-14 mark in the Mid-American Conference. Photo by Anthony Gattine
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A FAMLY AFFAIR: Ankit Soni (seated, third from left) received his bachelor's degree in business
administration during EMU's spring commencement April 26. He celebrated the milestone with a
luncheon at Paesanos with his family, who flew in from India; staff from international admissions and
the Office of International Students; his supervisors from Halle Library; and his favorite faculty April
27. In addition to obtaining his degree, Soni, who was vice president of the Indian Student
Association, was instrumental in helping EMU recruit more students from India. Last fall, Soni assisted
with a video session in which EMU admissions staff conversed with students in New Delhi.
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CREATED BY CHILDREN: Andrea Perkey, an occupational therapy fieldwork coordinator with Eastern
Michigan U niversity's Occupational Therapy Program, looks at a collage her son, Cullen (pictured),
created for the Children's Art Showcase. The exhibit, which took place in Ford Gallery April 27-May 4,
featured the artwork of children enrolled at EMU's Children's Institute. Works included brightly
colored paintings and free-form sculptures. A silent auction took place, with all proceeds benefiting
the Family Scholarship Fund.
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FOR THE HEART: An Eastern Michigan contingent of walkers - led by EMU President Susan Martin,
her husband, Larry, and their dog, Lucky - stroll the grounds of Washtenaw Community College. The
group participated in the American Heart Association's Start! Heart Walk May 9. Teams from EMU had
a goal to raise $21,000 for the cause. Photo by Anthony Gattine
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The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening at
Eastern Michigan University.
May 12, 2009 issue
News Briefs

By Ron Podell
• Federal stimulus
funds available for
student jobs
• HR Webinar
canceled
• Into the Woods
• Graphic design
thesis exhibition
• Campus Emergency
Response Team
Training (CERT)
• Michigan Comics
Show
• Return to Learn
Open House
• Swine Flu Web page
• Life in the
Classroom
• Student Center
spring/summer
hours
• Host a private event
at Ezone
• EMU Community
Music Academy
• "Why I" feature
subjects requested
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• Federal stimulus funds available for student jobs: Thanks to the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Washtenaw County will
receive funds to help stimulate the economy and a portion of these funds will
be specifically to help students {between the ages of 14-24) find paid
employment. As a result, EMU now has paid job and internship opportunities
in a variety of departments during spring/summer semester that are
available to eligible students! The program is called the Summer Youth
Employment Program (SYEP) and EMU is proud to partner with Washtenaw
County in making these job opportunities available to eligible students.
Eligibility guidelines and general information about the program are available at:
httQ ://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/etcs/syepyouth. html The
EMU Career Services Center will post on-campus SYEP opportunities at
EagleCareers.eRecruiting.com and can also assist with answering questions at
487-0400 or career.services@emich.edu
• HR Webinar canceled: An HR Webinar, entitled "Managing an International
Workforce," originally scheduled Thursday, May 14, 3-4 p.m., 140 McKenny
Hall, has been canceled. For more information, call Jada Wester, 487-1863.

•
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Into the Woods: EMU
Theatre presents "Into
the Woods" May 29-31
and June 4-6, in
Sponberg Theatre. The
Tony Award-winning
play will be directed by
Ken Stevens with
musical direction by R.
MacKenzie Lewis. The
play follows the
�-------------------� residents of a faraway
land as they set off to
make their wishes come
true. The first act
follows the guise of a traditional fairy tale, seamlessly weaving together the
stories of Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding Hood, The
Baker and his Wife, and other figures from fairytale history. Act II explores a
deeper and darker neck of the woods with the same characters, their wishes
fulfilled yet still unsatisfied - only this time with a vengeful giant in their
midst. "Into the Woods" will be performed May 29-30 ans June 4-6, 7 p.m.;
and May 31, 3 p.m., Sponberg Theatre. The play is recommended for
children ages 8 and up. For tickets, call 487-2282.

• Graphic design thesis exhibition: Kris Rudolph, an MFA candidate, will
exhibit her graphic design work, "The Dyning Room," for her graduate thesis
exhibition through Friday, May 22, University Gallery, Student Center. A
reception is scheduled Friday, May 15, 7-9 p.m., University Gallery. This is
the first art installation in EMU's history to be showcased in University
Gallery. Dealing with issues about how cancer envelops our environment,
Rudolph incorporates graphic design through a multi-sensory experience. For
more information, contact Larry Newhouse, 487-0465, or
larry.newhouse@emich.edu
• Campus Emergency Response Team Training (CERT): The University
Emergency Management Office hosts a CERT training program. This is a

three-day course that provides participants with basic training to help support
emergency response to emergency events on campus. The course will be
conducted on three consecutive Thursdays: May 28, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; June 4,
8 : 30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and June 11, 8:30 a.m. to 4 : 30 pm. The course will take
place in Room 350, Student Center. Space is limited to 24 participants for the
training. Interested persons must complete and submit an application to Mark
Wesley at mwesley3@emich.edu or send to the DPS office at 202 Bowen. The
application for the training is available at: http://www.emich.edu/publicsafety
/HSforms/VolunteerApplication. pdf
For questions regarding the CERT program, please contact Mark Wesley at
487-0799 or e-mail mwesley3@emich.edu.
• Michigan Comics
Show: The University
Gallery hosts
"Michigan Comics :
Mirth, Mockery and
Mayhem From the
Tri-Coastal State"
through June 5. The
exhibition is composed
of editorial cartoons,
gag panels, comic
strips and comic book
art by 50
contemporary
creators. For more
information, contact
Larry Newhouse,
SUPER HEROES MURAL: This wall mural of D.C.
487-0465, or e-mail Comics superheroes is on display as part of
him at
"Michigan Comics: Mirth, Mockery and Mayhem
From the Tri-Coastal State. " The exhibit
continues in University Gallery through June 5.
larry.newhouse@emich.edu
• Return to Learn Open House: A Return to Learn Open House is scheduled
Wednesday, June 10, 3-7 p.m., Student Center Ballroom. If you are an adult
who has never finished a college degree or someone who has completed a
degree, but needs an advanced degree or certification, now is the time to
return to school. Admissions personnel and academic advisers will be on site
to answer questions. To register or more information, call 487-3060 or 1-800GO.TO.EMU.
• Swine Flu Web page: Eastern Michigan University has established a Web
page to provide the University community with information related to the
Swine Flu situation. It is located at http: //www.emich.edu/uhs/swineflu. The
site will be updated daily and will include the most recent information related
to EMU, Washtenaw County and the state. The site also includes a frequently
asked questions section and links to other relevant information.
A team of University health and safety officials continues to monitor the situation,
keeping in contact with county and state health organizations.
Currently, EMU is taking several proactive measures to help protect the University
community. They includ e : making hand sanitizer available in high contact areas
such as computer labs; placing reminders to wash hands in restrooms; and posting
fact sheets about Swine Flu around campus. Eastern Michigan also has canceled a
study abroad program that was scheduled to go to Mexico in July. For questions,
please send them to health.educator@emich.edu
• Life in the Classroom: Faculty are sought to deliver a "Life in the
Classroom" session to this fall's freshmen class. This presentation is part of
Fusion: New Student Orientation. Numerous concurrent faculty are needed in
order to deliver this content to all new students. The session will be offered
Sunday, Sept. 6, 11 a.m. to noon (Labor Day weekend). The presentation
content has been developed by EMU faculty and will be provided to all faculty
volunteers, along with a brief training prior to the session. To learn more
about Fusion: New Student Orientation, visit www.emufusion.or . Please

confirm your willingness to present "Life in the Classroom," by contacting
Campus Life, 487-2268, or e-mail Melissa Ginotti at mginotti@emich.edu.
Student Center
spring/summer hours:

The Student Center's spring
and summer hours continue
until Sunday, August 23.
Hours of operation are as
follows: Monday through
Friday, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
and Sunday, closed. Vendor
hours will vary. For more
information, please call
���!1 487-1157.

E____'---_J'..___-=:s��!J���� Host a private event at
STUDENT CENTER SCHEDULE: For the spring
and summer terms, the student center will be
open Monday through Friday, 7a.m. to 9 p.m. ;
and 8 a.m. to 9p.m. on Saturday from now until
Aug. 23.

the Event Planning Office at 487-4108.

Ezone: The EZone Gaming
Center, located at the EMU
Student Center, is available
for private events during the
spring and summer
semesters. For more
information on availability
and pricing, please contact

• EMU Community Music Academy: Discounts on summer music camps
expire June 30. Three camps are available: Children's Camp, ages 6-9; youth
camp, ages 10-13; and Teen Camp, ages 14-17. Each camp is limited to the
first 15 registrants. Week one runs from Aug. 3-7 and week two is scheduled
Aug. 10-14. Camps starts at 9:30 am and end at 12:30 p.m. each day. EMU
Music & Dance faculty/staff instruct at each camp. For a flier, visit
www.emich.edu/music/html/cma.html or e-mail the director, Rachel Zirk, at
rzirk@emich.edu or call 487-9750.
• "Why I" feature subjects requested: If you know of an interesting
faculty, staff member or administrator that you think would make an
interesting "Why I" subject, please forward to Ron Podell at
rpodell@emich.edu or call 487-4400. The employee must have worked at
EMU for at least three years. Participants receive a green "FOCUS EMU" polo
shirt.

Why I work at
Eastern Michigan University
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"I hope EMU wlll al\!,8YS

be able to serve Washtena
County I hope we'll always
be able to pr de the
services that peqple want
us to."

I

came to EMU in fall 1967. I transferred in from Wayne State and went to school year-round. I wanted to finish
before I got drafted. In 1968, we had assassinations (of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy) It was a real
turbulent year. I wasn't here for the experience of that on campus. I was in the service at the time.
I remember coming back. I was in Vietnam on a Friday, came back and was taking master's classes the following
Wednesday and teaching classes the Monday after that. I spent the next year working on my master's and finished
in August 1971. At that time, WEMU had created a new producer position and I got the job. Then, the University
was attem pting to increase the (radio station's) power from 10 watts to what it is today - 16,000 directional.
It was not until 1979 that we were actually able to increase the (station's) power. The studio moved from
Communication and Theatre Arts to University Relations.
I've had other opportunities to leave. None of them seemed to have the potential for personal growth and the
ability to build the station that WEMU had available. We were a new station. We had fairly young students and
professionals. We grew up together. In some ways, it was much like a Judy Garland-Mickey Rooney movie. Here it
is a Monday afternoon. Let's put on a Broadway show Friday night.
We did live music broadcasts from the Detroit Jazz Festival and published four record albums in 1984 from music
we recorded there. We did our first national broadcast carried by 200 stations. What the heck did we know? We
were new at this stuff.
It's fascinating to me how loyal and passionate people are at this radio station. We've been so successful in terms
of service, audience loyalty and employee loyalty. It's hard for me to believe there are other stations out there
with those same qualities.
Because we have such a small listening area, we couldn't survive without EMU's support. They pay for six full-time
people and student help. Everything else we get through grants or fundraising. We did our first fundraiser back in
spring 1981. There have been very few times we didn't make our (fundraising) goal. This year, we hit our goal and
it (goal) was $10,000 more than the year before.

The loss of newspapers in Detroit and Ann Arbor presents a challenge of service for us and other media. I don't
know that there are any easy answers. I think what will be missed will be the public knowing that they'll have that
paper in their hands the morning or afternoon. But we can provide some information in different ways.
Probably the biggest thing I enjoy about WEMU is that I see it as a service. We provide the public with something
they say they can consider valuable. They donate money (to the station) and thank you for taking it.
I hope WEMU will always be able to serve Washtenaw County. I hope we'll always be able to provide the services
that people want us to. It (WEMU) does the kinds of things the University should do to serve the community. It's
part of our social responsibility. - Contributed by Ron Podell
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